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I beg  to  submit  corrected  figures  in  various  tables  due  to  having 
received  the  Registrar- General  * s corrected  statistics*  I have  also 
added  one  more  table  to  show  the  comparison  of  statistics  between  England 
& V/ales,  126  County  Boroughs  & Great  Towns  including  London,  148  Smaller 
Towns  (Resident  Population  25 ,000-50 ,000  at  1 931  Census):  and'^’ the  Docking 


Rural  District.*  < , 

; " ' \ ^ - PART  111.  _ ■ • ■ _ ' ; 

TABLE  1.  GBNER/vL  STATISTICS.  - 

Estimated  Resident  Population  '.■i-y.'  16,140 

T;*:^  '2.‘  LIVE  BIRTHS.  v.'--.  : , 1 \ , 

_■  Male's.  ' Females.  Total, 

Legitimate'.  177  1U6  323 

Illegitimate,  '"7  ' ’ 9 ' ’ 16 

Total.  184  155  339 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of 

estimated  Resident  Population  21.0 

TABLE  3.  STILL  BIRTHS.  ' ' '''  ' 7“ """ 

.r  ::  ""  ""Males.  """"  Females  . "Total”  ^ 

'■y  Legitimate.- ‘ " , '2  , ' .4  ^ .'''<6  ly.;.- 

Illegitimate . 1 _y  ; ^ 

f Total. ' '2"  5 1''  ^ 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000_of  _ , 

estimated  Resident  Population  T.  0.43 


TABLE  4.  DEATHS  (All  Ages). 

- Males.  Females.  Total. 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  ■ ' 

estimated  Resident  Population  12,3 

TABLE  5.  INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Males.  Females. Total. 

I Legitimate,  ■ ; ■ ' 10  ,2  12 

Illegitimate.  - -1  -1, 

::  ,1^,  10  3 " ~ 13 

Infant  Mortality,, per  1 ,0,00_.liye  births  38.35 

' ■ 'L  '■  . .1' 

TABLE  12.  : SUMf/I/JiY.  OF,  VIT^J,  STATISTICS.  (Last  Column  - 1947) 

.'Population  1i6,l40 

Live  Births  vr. .'. . . . r'.  " 339  i 

Still-  Births  7 

Deaths  1,97 

't  ■ ■ ■■  Infant  Mortality  13 


TABLE  13.  SUMMARY  OF  BIRTHS  & DEATHS  R/'vTES . (Last  Golmnn  - 1947) 


Live  Births  hi  , 21.0 

Still  Births  0.43 

Crude  Deaths  12.3 

Infant  Mortality  38.35 


TiiBLE  23.  BIRTH  R;.TES,  CIVILM  DEATH  RilTES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AND  CASE  R/iTES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES  IN  THE  YEi.R  1947.  PROVISIONAL  FIGURES  BASED  ON 
ilEEKLY  MD  QUARTERLY.  RETURNS. 


England 

c5: 

iVales 

1.26 

. County 

B or  0 ‘ s 
& 

Groat 

T own  s 
including 
London. 

148 

Smaller 

Towns 

(Resident 

Populations 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 

1931  census 

Docking 

Rural 

District 

Rates 

per  1 ,000  Population. 

BIR'IHS; 

Live'-... 

20.5 

23.3 

22.2 

21  .0 

Still  ... 

0 .50 

0.62 

,0.54 

0.43 

DEATHS ; ' ' 

All  Cause  s ... 

12,0 

13.0 

11.9 

12,3 

Typhoid  cS:  Paratypoid  0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

llhooping  Cough  .... 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.00 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Influenza  . . . 

0.09 

0.09 

0.08 

0.12 

Smallpox  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles  ... 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.00 

NOTIFICATIONS: 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0‘.  00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

' 0.01 

0.00 

Cerehro-spinal  Fever  0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever  . . , 

1.37 

1 .54 

1.37 

0.06 

;7hooping  Cough  . . . 

2.22 

2.41 

2.02 

0,93: 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.13 

0.15 

0.14 

0.00 

Erysipelas  ... 

0.19 

0.21 

0.18 

0.00 

Smallpox  . , . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

■Measles  . . . 

9.41 

9.13 

9.58 

2.79 

Pneumonia  . . . 

0.79 

i 0.89 

0,68 

0.06 

Rate 

s‘ per  1 ,000  Live  Births. 

DE/.THS ; 

All  causes  under 

1 year  of  age. 

41  ., 

47. 

36.- 

38. 

Enteritis  and  Diar- 

rhoea under  2 years 

of  age . 

5.8 

8.0 

3.7 

2.9 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  (Live  & Still)  Births. 

NOTIFICATIONS; 

Puerperal  Fever  •)  ) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ) 

7.16 

8.99 

6.27 

0.00 
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DOCKING  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


H/34/A/D 


Council  Offices, 
Station  Road, 
DOCKING, 
Norfolk. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1947. 

Introduction. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  6?  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  herewith  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1947.  This  year,  in  order  to  pro' 
vide  the  Council  with  early  information,  I am  producing  the  Report 
without  the  Registrar^GeneraFs  corrected  statistics.  Later  in  the 
year  I will  submit  amended  figures,  where  applicable  in  the  Vital 
Statistics.  The  differences  should  not  be  sufficient  to  invalidate  the 
value  of  this  report. 

I have  divided  this  report  into  five  parts,  my  general  report, 
a summary  of  general  Medical  Information,  Medical  statistical 
report.  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  and  the  report  of  the 
Waterworks  Superintendent. 

I hope  this  will  enable  members  to  refer  readily  to  any  points 
in  which  they  are  particularly  interested. 

I wish  to  express  my  great  appreciation  of  the  support  and 
encouragement  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  both  on  taking 
up  my  duties  and  in  carrying  them  out.  Also  I wish  to  thank  Dr. 
Anderson  for  the  thorough  introduction  to  my  Area  and  to  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Waterworks  Superintendent  for  their 
support  and  loyalty. 

In  conclusion  it  may  be  stated  that  the  general  health  of  the 
community  in  the  Docking  Rural  District  has  been  satisfactory  dur^ 
ing  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  JOHNSTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  The  Chairman  fe?  Members  of 
the  Docking  Rural  District 
CouneU. 
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PART  I 

(General  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health). 

1.  STAFF.  During  the  year  Dr.  Anderson  resigned  to  take  up 
another  appointment.  Dr.  J.  C.  Johnston  was  appointed  in  his 
place.  He  took  up  duty  with  the  Council  on  the  8th  October,  1947. 

2.  INFECTIOUS  Qc  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES. 

(i)  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

(a)  Poliomyelitis.  There  were  no  cases  in  this  district 
during  the  epidemic. 

(b)  Scarlet  Fever.  One  case  was  notified  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  20  in  1946,  a decrease  of  19  cases. 

(c)  Pneumonia.  One  case  was  notified  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  2 in  1946. 

(d)  Abortus  Fever.  One  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

(e)  Jaundice.  Seven  cases  were  notified  during  the  year 
compared  with  14  in  1946,  a decrease  of  7 cases. 

(f)  Measles.  Forty-five  cases  were  notified  during  the 
year  as  compared  with  64  in  1946,  a decrease  of  19 
cases. 

(g)  Whooping  Cough.  Fifteen  cases  were  notified  during 
the  year  as  compared  with  10  in  1946,  an  increase  of 
5 cases. 

(ii)  Tuberculosis. 

There  were  22  new  cases  notified  during  the  year  as  compared 
with  21  in  1946,  an  increase  of  1 case.  Five  deaths  occurred  as 
compared  with  5 in  1946. 

The  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  is  65  Pulmonary  Cases  and  55  Non' Pulmonary  Cases  as 
compared  with  58  Pulmonary  Cases  and  53  Non'Pulmonary  Cases 
in  1946.  This  increase  might  be  accounted  for  by  the  severe  winter 
and  the  difficulty  in  getting  adequate  houses. 

During  the  year  a scheme  for  the  investigation  of  the  housing 
conditions  of  these  cases  was  introduced. 

(iii)  Scabies. 

Seven  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  All  were  supplied 
with  Ben2;yl  Benzioate  and  treatment  was  carried  out  at  their  homes. 

The  Scabies  Order,  1941,  introduced  under  Regulation  33 A 
of  the  Defence  (General)  Regulations,  1939,  ceased  to  operate  on 
the  31st  December,  1947.  , 

(iv)  Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

(v)  Statistical  information  regarding  infectious  diseases  is  con' 
tained  in  Part  III,  Tables  14  to  20. 
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3.  CANCER. 

The  incidence  of  Deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year  was  29 
as  compared  with  36  in  1946.  (See  Part  III,  Tables  10  and  11). 

4.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  SCHEME. 

This  scheme  has  continued  to  progress,  thanks  to  the  co'opera^ 
tion  of  the  General  Practitioners,  District  Nurses  and  School 
Teachers,  not  to*  speak  of  the  parents.  In  fact  the  percentage  im^ 
munised  has  reached  such  a high  standard  that  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  introduce  a Special  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Register 
in  the  Schools. 

Ninety  per  cent.  School  Children  and  66%  Pre-School  Chil- 
dren are  protected  as  compared  with  95%  School  Children  and 
59%  Pre-School  Children  in  1946.  Two  hundred  and  seventy-five 
Pre-School  Children  and  46  School  Children  were  initially  immu- 
nised during  the  year  and  406  School  Children  re-immunised.  (See 
Part  III,  Tables  21  and  22).  It  is  hoped  that  the  fall  in  the 
percentage  of  School  Children  immunised  is  due  to  more  accurate 
figures  being  available  and  not  in  fact  to  fewer  children  being  pro- 
tected. 

5.  HOUSING. 

In  December  the  Public  Health  Committee  accepted  a scheme 
whereby  medical  recommendations  for  rehousing  are  divided  into 
two  classes  : — 

(a)  Those  persons  requiring  rehousing  for  medical 
reasons,  unsatisfactory  housing  or  overcrowding. 

as  compared  with  14  in  1946,  a decrease  of  7 cases. 

(b)  Those  persons  with  some  exceptional  or  urgent  medi- 
cal reason  for  rehousing. 

When  the  Council  has  a series  of  houses  to  allocate  this  Depart- 
ment is  asked  to  submit  their  comments  on  the  applicants  under 
consideration. 

In  this  way  it  is  hoped  to  ensure  the  most  urgent  cases  priority 
of  consideration  by  the  Housing  Committee. 

Hobhouse  Survey.  The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his 
assistant  are  to  be  congratulated  on  completing  this  survey  so 
quickly.  This  district  is  one  of  the  few  rural  districts  which  have 
completed  this  work. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  classification  of  overcrowd- 
ing is  excellent  and  his  ‘‘  Virtual  ” overcrowding  gives  a much 
more  accurate  picture  than  the  “ Legal.”  (See  Part  IV,  Section  4). 

6.  WATER. 

(a)  Main  Supply.  This  continues  to  be  satisfactory.  Sixty- 
four  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  mains  during  the  year.  The 
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first  step  in  the  supply  of  piped  water  to  the  whole  district  have 
been  taken  and  the  two  bore^holes  at  Fring  have  given  good  results. 
It  is  hoped  that  further  progress  will  be  made  next  year.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  the  plans  for  a water-softening  scheme  have  been 
held  up.  For  further  details  see  Part  V. 

(b)  Wells.  The  estimated  high  number  of  unsatisfactory 
samples  from  private  wells  makes  the  water  scheme  all  the  more 
imperative.  (See  Part  IV,  Section  12). 

7.  SEWAGE  8C  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  Council  continues  to  give  a comprehensive  service  of  cob 
lection.  During  the  year  one  new  cess'pool  emptier  and  one  refuse 
lorry  were  acquired  and  the  scheme  was  extended  to  cover 
Snettisham  for  pail  and  cess^pool  emptying,  Ringstead  for  refuse 
collection,  and  Burnham  Market  for  refuse  and  pail  collection,  this 
last  by  direct  labour. 

During  the  year  the  need  for  a proper  sewage  scheme  became 
more  obvious  and  it  is  hoped  that  conditions  will  soon  permit  further 
action  in  this  matter  as  it  is  one  of  the  most  outstanding  needs  of 
the  District.  i 

8.  FACTORIES  ACT. 

The  work  necessary  under  the  Factories  Act,  Shops  Act  and 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  regarding  the  inspection  of  food  premises  has 
not  been  carried  out  as  thoroughly  as  this  Department  would  have 
desired  and  there  has  not  been  enough  supervision  of  these  premises 
owing  to  lack  of  staff  and  time. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  hopes  to  revise  the  Register  of 
premises  next  year  and  it  is  hoped  to  carry  out  more  work  on  this 
important  aspect  of  Public  Health. 

Twelve  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and  no  defects 
were  found. 

9.  ICE-CREAM. 

On  the  4th  July  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  accompanied 
by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  visited  the  four  ice-cream  manu- 
facturers in  the  district  and  reported  as  follows: — 

(i)  Messrs.  Wagg,  Docking. — ^Already  licensed;  condition 

satisfactory. 

(ii)  Messrs.  Brown,  Heacham. — Already  licensed;  condition 

satisfactory. 

(hi)  Messrs.  Barnard,  Rudham. — ^Condition  satisfactory  and 
recommend  registration  of  premises. 

(iv)  Messrs.  Thompson,  Burnham  Overy. — Suggest  defer- 
ment of  the  application  until  we  are  satisfied  that 
the  heat  treatment  regulations  can  be  complied  with 
and  until  we  have  the  results  of  water  and  ice-cream 
analysis. 
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10.  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 

On  the  10th  December,  1947,  the  Public  Health  Committee 
discussed  the  Norfolk  County  Council’s  proposals  for  the  new 
service  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  put  forward  the  following 
recommendations : — 

Under  Section  22  (Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children). 

1.  Representation  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  to  supply 
this  area  with  some  Institutional  Maternity  Beds.  Suggest 
twelve  situated  at  Fakenham. 

2.  The  setting  up  of  an  Obstetrical  Flying  Squad  working 
from  King’s  Lynn  Hospital. 

A long  discussion  ensued,  the  Committee  being  distressed  by 
the  lack  of  detail  in  the  report  and  the  amount  of  work  being  loaded 
on  to  the  District  Nurse/Midwife.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
pointed  out  that  the  ultimate  scheme  did  envisage  the  establishment 
of  a separate  Health  Visiting  Service  as  soon  as  staff  becomes 
available.  He  did  suggest  that  for  the  District  Nurse/Midwife  to 
be  responsible  for  producing  domestic  help  for  all  cases  of  illness 
would  certainly  overload  her  unnecessarily  and  this  work  should  be 
carried  out  by  some  other  body  such  as  the  W.V.S. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  finally  put  forward  the  following 
recommendations : — 

Under  Section  22  (Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children). 

1.  That  the  Norfolk  County  Council  should  more  clearly 
define  their  staffing  proposals  and  give  detailed  information 
as  to  distribution  of  Clinics  and  siting  of  Equipment. 

2.  That  the  area  be  supplied  with  12  Institutional  Maternity 
Beds  at  King’s  Lynn  and  that  an  Obstetrical  Flying  Squad 
to  be  set  up  to  work  from  King’s  Lynn  Hospital. 

Under  Section  25  (Home  Nursing). 

1.  That  the  Infant  Health  Visiting  should  be  divorced  from 
the  work  of  the  present  District  Nurse/Mid  wives. 

Under  Section  29  (Domestic  Help). 

1.  That  the  work  of  obtaining  domestic  help  to  be  taken  away 
from  the  District  Nurses. 

Under  Section  51  (Mental  Health  Service). 

1.  That  the  Clerk  to  the  Norfolk  County  Council  should  not 
assume  responsibility  for  the  control  of  the  estate  of  any 
person  receiving  treatment  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental 
Treatment  Acts  and  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  without  the 
consent  of  the  next^oTkin  of  the  patient. 

It  was  further  recommended  that  the  Minister  of  Health  and 
the  Norfolk  County  Council  be  informed  that  in  the  opinion  of  this 
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Council  the  proposals  add  to  the  burden  already  borne  by  the 
District  Nurse/Midwives  who  are  at  present  overworked,  and  is 
detrimental  to  recruitment  to  the  service. 

These  were  discussed  by  the  Council  and  finally  the  following 
observations  were  submitted  to  the  Norfolk  County  Council  and 
Ministry  of  Health: — 

(1)  This  Council  regret  that  the  County  Council’s  proposals 
do  not  adequately  disclose  the  deficiencies  in  the  existing 
Health  Services,  and  consider  that  the  staffing  proposals 
should  be  more  clearly  defined  and  detailed  information 
given  as  to  the  distribution  of  Clinics,  Centres,  and  the 
siting  of  equipment. 

(2)  It  is  considered  impossible  for  the  present  School  Dental 
Service  to  cater  adequately  for  Expectant  and  Nursing 
Mothers  and  children  of  pre-school  age. 

(3)  It  is  recommended  that  the  area  be  supplied  with  12 
Institutional  Maternity  Beds  at  King’s  Lynn,  and  that 
greater  facilities  must  be  provided  for  abnormal  cases  of 
labour,  however  slight. 

(4)  It  is  recommended  that  an  Obstetrical  Flying  Squad  be 
set  up  to  work  from  King’s  Lynn  Hospital. 

(5)  It  is  considered  that  Health  Visiting  should  be  divorced 
at  the  earliest  opportunity  from  the  work  of  the  District 
Nurse/Midwives,  and  the  duty  of  obtaining  Domestic 
Help  and  the  distribution  of  Sick  Room  Equipment 
should  be  the  responsibility  of  a separate  Health  Visiting 
Service. 

(6)  In  the  opinion  of  this  Council  the  proposals  add  to  the 
burden  already  borne  by  the  District  Nurse/Mid  wives, 
who  are  at  present  overworked,  and  is  detrimental  to 
recruitment  to  the  Service. 
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PART  II 


(General  Medical  Information) 

1.  GENERAL  PRACTITIONERS. 

(i)  Dr.  J.  N.  Davidson,  The  Lodge,  Docking. 

(ii)  Dr.  P.  G.  E.  Jolley,  The  Hollies,  Snettisham. 

(hi)  Dr.  P.  S.  LuiFman,  Burnham  House,  Burnham  Market. 

(iv)  Dr.  P.  S.  Marshall,  The  Poplars,  Heacham. 

(v)  Dr.  R.  N.  C.  McCurdy,  East  Rudham. 

(vi)  Dr.  R.  G.  Woodsend,  Burnham  Deepdale. 

2.  HOSPITAL  FACILITIES. 

(a)  General. 

(i)  Norfolk  6?  Norwich  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(ii)  West  Norfolk  6?  King’s  Lynn  Hospital,  King's  Lynn, 
(hi)  Jenny  Lind  Children’s  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(iv)  Cromer  6?  District  Hospital,  Cromer. 

(v)  Wells  6?  District  Cottage  Hospital,  Wells. 

(b)  Maternity. 

(i)  Norfolk  6?  Norwich  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(ii)  West  Norfolk  6?  King’s  Lynn  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn, 
(hi)  Addenbrookes  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

(iv)  North  Cambridgeshire  Hospital,  Wisbech. 

(c)  Infectious. 

(i)  County  Isolation  Hospital,  East  Dereham. 

(d)  Sanatoria. 

(i)  Kelling  Sanatorium,  Holt. 

(ii)  Bramblewood  Sanatorium,  Holt. 

(e)  Mental. 

(i)  St.  Andrews  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(ii)  Hellesdon  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(hi)  Heckingham  Hospital. 

(iv)  Little  Plumstead  Hospital. 


3.  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 


(a)  District  Nurses  (Showing  Parishes  served). 

(i)  Nurse  A.  Murtagh,  Thornham,  Titchwell,  Brancaster, 
c/o  Mrs.  Callaby,  Choseley,  Burnham  Deepdale. 
Thornham. 


(ii)  Nurse  Murray, 
Gong  Lane, 
Ovcry  Staithe. 


Burnham  Market,  Burnham  Nor^ 
ton,  Burnham  Overy,  Burnham 
Thorpe,  Burnham  Sutton,  OW 
Holkham. 
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(iii)  Nurse  Earle,  Dersingham. 

Maryville, 

Sandringham  Hill, 

Dersingham. 


(iv)  Nurse  Meyrick,  Docking,  Fring,  Stanhoe,  Bag' 

High  Street,  thorpe. 

Docking. 

(v)  Nurse  Johnson,  Heacham. 

Chagney  Bungalow, 

Heacham. 

(vi)  Nurse  Potter, 

Flitcham. 

(vii)  Nurse  Rogers, 

The  Hostel, 

Old  Hunstanton. 

(viii)  Nurse  Cornwell, 

Burnham  Road, 

North  Creake. 


Anmer,  Houghton,  Gt.  Bircham, 
Bircham  Newton,  Bircham  Tofts. 

Holme,  Sedgeford,  Ringstead, 
Old  Hunstanton. 


North  Creake,  South  Creake, 
Barmer,  Syderstone,  New  Hoik' 
ham,  Quarles,  Waterden. 


(ix)  Nurse  Ellis,  Snettisham. 

Park  Lane, 

Snettisham. 


(x)  Nurse  Ayres,  East  and  West  Rudham. 

38,  South  Raynham. 


(b)  Maternity  Institutional  Beds. 

(i)  Stow  Vicarage,  Stow. 

(ii)  Beckham  House,  Gresham,  Holt. 

(iii)  St.  Michael’s,  Aylsham. 

(iv)  St.  James  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn 

(v)  Beech  House,  Gressenhall. 

(c)  Private  Maternity  Homes. 


16  beds. 


4 

2 

3' 

4 


59 


There  are  several  Private  Nursing  Homes  in  the  County,  par' 
ticularly  in  Norwich.  The  nearest  to  this  district  are  in  New 
Hunstanton,  King’s  Lynn  and  Holt. 


4.  AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 

The  ambulance  service  of  the  District  is  covered  by  ambulances 
at  Fakenham  and  King’s  Lynn.  These  are  manned  by  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade  and  British- Red  Cross  Members. 

Car  cases  are  covered  by  the  Hospital  Car  Service, 
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5.  RED  CROSS  8C  ST.  JOHN  ORGANISATIONS. 

(a)  County  Representative  for  St.  John  Stations: — 

Sir  Thomas  Cook,  J.P., 

20  Castle  Meaden, 

Norwich. 

(b)  County  Representative. for  Red  Cross  Stations: — 

Miss  E.  W.  Griffith. 

4,  The  Close, 

Norwich. 

For  all  correspondence:  W.  A.  L.  Marriott,  Esq.,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 


6.  RED  CROSS  MEDICAL  LOAN  DEPOTS. 

Serve  surrounding  villages: — 

(i)  Thornham  — Miss  Bett,  The  Cottage,  Thornham. 

(ii)  Heacham  — Miss'  F.  Hooks,  Welfare  Centre, 

Heacham. 

(hi)  Burnham  Market  — Miss  W.  Game,  Friar's  Acre,  Bum' 

ham  Mkt. 

(iv)  Docking  — Miss  Wagg,  Council  Houses, 

Fakenham  Rd.,  Docking. 

(v)  Ringstead  — Mrs.  Asker,  Village  Hall,  Ring' 

stead. 

(vi)  Brancaster  Sthe.  — Mrs.  Hotching,  Brancaster  Staithe. 


7.  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD. 


(a)  Chairman 

(b)  Medical  Officer 

(c)  Secretary 

(d)  Member  for  N.W. 

Norfolk  _ ' 

(e)  Address 

(f)  Telephone 


Lord  Cranbrook. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Ewen. 

K.  V.  F.  Morton,  Esq. 

S.  Peel,  Esq.,  Wells. 

Croft  Holme,  117  Chesterton 
Road,  Cambridge. 

Cambridge  58345. 


8.  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

(a)  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

(i)  Heacham. 

(Dr.  Marshall).  Held  2nd  6?  last  Tues.  each  month 

(ii)  Docking. 

(Dr.  Davidson).  „ 1st  Thursday  „ „ 

(hi)  Brancaster.  „ 1st  Friday  „ „ 

The  Brancaster  I.W.C.  is  attended  by  a member  of  the  County 
Medical  Staff.  The  I.W.C.  at  Heacham  is  attended  by  Dr.  Marshall 
and  at  Docking  by  Dr.  Davidson. 
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(b)  Tuberculosis  Service. 

(i)  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  W.  Norfolk; — 

Dr.  H.  B.  Hodson, 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 

W.  Norfolk  ^ Kings  Lynn 
Hospital, 

King’s  Lynn. 

' (c)  School  Nurse. 

Mrs.  Quayle,  Heacham. 

9.  VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINICS. 

(i)  Norfolk  8C  Norwich  Hospital,  Norwich. 

Males.  Females. 

Mondays  5 — 6 p.m.  4 — 5 p.m. 

Tuesdays  10 — =11  a.m.  11 — 12  noon 

Fridays  6 — 7 p.m.  5 — 6 p.m. 

(ii)  West  Norfolk  dC  King’s  Lynn  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn. 

Males.  Females. 

Tuesdays  ...  7 — 8 p.m.  Tuesdays  .;....  3 p.m. 

Fridays  7 — 8 p.m.  Wednesdays  ..  3 p.m. 

(iii)  County  Isolation  Hospital,  East  Dereham. 

Males.  Females. 

Mondays  ...  5 — 6 p.m.  Fridays  ...  11 — 12  noon 


10.  DISINFECTION  8C  DISINFESTATION. 

(a)  Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  by  the  Senior  Sani' 
tary  Inspector’s  staff  using  Formaldehyde  gas  or  D.D.T.  Spray. 

(b)  Disinfestation  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  cannot  be  carried 
out  in  the  district,  but  articles  are  sent  to  Dereham  Isolation  Hos' 
pital. 

11.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

(a)  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Isolation  Hospital, 

Bowthorpe  Road, 

Norwich. 

Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  A.  Macdonald. 

(b)  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Tennis  Court  Road, 

Cambridge. 

Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Fry. 

(c)  Public  Analyst, 

W.  Lincolne  Sutton,  Esq.,  F.R.I.C. 

Redwell  Street, 

Norwich. 
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PART  III 
(Medical  Statistics). 


TABLE  I.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  87,386 

Estimated  Resident  Population  16,500 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  5,870 

Rateable  Value  ■ £63,582 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate £255 

TABLE  2.  LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  151  115  266 

Illegitimate  1 6 7 

Total  152  121  273 


Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  Resident  Population  16.5 

TABLE  3.  STILL  BIRTHS. 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  1 3 4 

Illegitimate.  — 1 1 

• Total  1 4 5 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  Resident  Population  0.30 


TABLE  4.  DEATHS.  (All  Ages). 

Females  Males  Total 

101  ‘ 103  204 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  Resident  Population  12.4 


TABLE  5.  INFANT  MORTALITY.  (Deaths  of  Infants  under 
1 year). 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

10 

3 

13 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— , 

Total 

10 

3 

13 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births 47.6 
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TABLE  6.  CAUSE  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 
YEAR. 


Sex 

Age 

Cause  of  Death 

F. 

20  minutes 

Atelectasis.  Prematurity 

M. 

5 hours 

Haemalytic  disease  of  newborn 

F. 

21  hours 

Prematurity 

F. 

1 day 

Prematurity 

M. 

2 days 

Patent  foramen  ovale 

M. 

2 days 

Prematurity 

M. 

5 days 

Broncho-pneumonia 

M. 

5 days 

Congenital  Atelectasis 

M. 

10  days 

Toxic  jaundice 

M. 

6 weeks 

Ac.  lobar-pneumonia 

M. 

2 months 

Lobar-pneumonia 

M. 

2 months 

Broncho-pneumonia 

M. 

5 months 

Ac.  lobar-pneumonia 

TABLE  7.  CAUSE  OF  TOTAL  DEATHS. 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Heart  Disease 

36 

54 

90 

Cancer  

14 

15 

29 

Senility  

6 

13 

19 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

5 

10 

15 

Pneumonia  (all  types) 

11 

2 

13 

Uraemia 

' 5 

1 

6 

Tuberculosis  

4 

1 

5 

Accidental  

4 

— 

4 

Prematurity  

i 

3 

• 4 

Suicide  

2 

1 

3 

Other  Causes  

13 

3 

16 

Total  

101  • 

103 

204 

TABLE  8.  DEATHS  ACCORDING  TO  AGES. 

Age  Group 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 year  

10 

3 

13 

1 and  under  5 

1 

— 

1 

5 „ 10  

1 

— 

1 

10  „ „ 20  

— 

— 

— 

20  „ „ 30  

2 

1 

3 

30  „ „ 40  

4 

— 

4 

40  „ „ 50  

2 

2 

4 

50  „ „ 60  

6 

7 

13 

cooitinued  on  next  page 
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Table  8.  Deaths  according  to  Ages  —continued. 


Age  Group 

Males 

Females 

Total 

60  and  under  /O 

21 

14 

35 

70  „ 80 

21 

35 

56 

80  „ „ 90 

28 

36 

64 

90  „ „ 100 

5 

4 

9 

Age  102 

— 

1 

1 

All  Ages  ... 

101 

103 

204 

TABLE  9.  DEATHS  (by  Parishes). 


Parish 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Anmer  

• . • 

3 

1 

4 

Bircham,  Great 

2 

4 

6 

Bircham,  Tofts 

" 1 

1 

2 

Brancaster  

3 

8 

11 

Brancaster  Staithe 

9 

3 

12 

Burnham  Market 

7 

4 

11 

Burnham  Norton 

4 

2 

6 

Burnham  Overy  Sthe 

3 

2 

5 

Burnham  Thorpe 

... 

1 

1 

2 

Creake,  North 

2 

2 

4 

Creake,  South  

4 

7 

11 

Dersingham  

12 

12 

24 

Docking  

4 

2 

6 

Fring  

2 

— 

2 

Heacham  

11 

10 

21 

Holme  

1 

5 

6 

Houghton  

— . 

1 

1 

Ingoldisthorpe 

6 

1 

7 

Ringstead  

1 

2 

3 

Rudham,  East 

5 

3 

8 

Rudham,  West 

, — 

2 

2 

Sedgeford  

3 

4 

7 

Shembourne  

3 

1 

4 

Snettisham  

7 

11 

18 

Stanhoe 

— 

3 

3 

Syderstone 

3 

1 

4 

Thornham  

4 

6 

10 

Titchwell  

— 

4 

4 

Total 

101 

103 

^204 
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TABLE  10.  CANCER. 


Below  is  given  the  various  types  of  cancer  which  occurred: — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Cancer  of  Colon 

3 

6 

9 

>>  >> 

Lungs 

2 

1 

3 

Oespbagus 

2 

1 

3 

91  »» 

Breast 

— 

3 

3 

99  99 

Rectum 

2 

1 

3 

99  99 

Stomach  . . . 

2 

1 

3 

99  99 

Hip 

1 

— 

1 

99  99 

Bronchus 

1 

— 

1 

99  99 

Spleen 

— 

1 

1 

99  99 

Prostate  . . . 

1 

— 

1 

99  99 

Skin 

— 

1 

1 

Total  ... 

14 

15 

29 

TABLE  11. 

CANCER. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  cancer 

during  the 

past  5 years;- 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Males 

20 

18 

17 

20 

14 

Females 

16 

21 

8 

16 

15 

Total 

36 

39 

25 

36 

29 

TABLE  12.  SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Population 

16500 

15850 

15630 

15930 

16500 

Live  Births 

280 

331 

306 

331 

273 

Still  Births 

9 

6 

10 

9 

5 

Deaths 

217 

224 

221 

243 

204 

Infant  Mortality 

5 

11 

16 

13 

10 

TABLE  13. 

SUMMARY  OF  BIRTHS  SC  DEATHS  RATES. 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Live  Births 

18.24 

20.9 

19.0 

20.8 

16.5 

Still  Births 

0.55 

0.38 

0.63 

0.56 

0.30 

Crude  Deaths 

14.13 

14.13 

14.1 

15.3 

12.4 

Infant  Mortality 

17.85 

36.2 

56.0 

39.3 

47.6 
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TABLE  14.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


(Other  than  Tuberculosis). 


Disease 

New  Cases 

Jaundice  

7 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

Pneumonia  

1 

Abortus  Fever 

1 

All  Causes  

10 

TABLE  15.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


(According  to  Age  Group). 

Under 

One  1“ 

2-  3-  4- 

5-  10-  15-  20- 

35-  45- 

65-  Ttl. 

Jaundice 

— 1 

— 1 — 

3 — — 1 

— 1 

— 7 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Abortus  Fever 

1 

— 1 

Total 

. — 1 

— 1 — 

4 — — 1 

1 2 

— 10 

TABLE  16. 

MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH. 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Measles 

37 

89 

88 

64 

45 

Whooping  Cough 

27 

129 

7 

10 

15 

Total 

64 

218 

95 

74 

60 

TABLE  17.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  gives  a comparison  of  infectious  diseases 
for  School  Children  as  compared  with  legal  notifications  for  whole  • 
population: — 


Notified  by 

Notified  by 
School  as 

Notified  by 
School  as 

Total 

G.P.  Whole 

certified 

not  certified 

Notified 

Population 

by  G.P. 

by  G.P. 

by  School 

Measles 

45 

22 

12 

34 

Whooping  Cough 

15 

9 

• 19 

28 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ringworm 

— 

1 

1 

Scabies 

Not 

1 

5 

6 

Mumps 

Notifiable 

1 

33 

34 

Chicken  Pox 

10 

96 

106 

German  Measles 

2 

4 

6 

TABLE  18.  TUBERCULOSIS.  (Details  of  new  cases  during 
1947). 


Age 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Period 

0 — 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 — 

5 — 

— 

1 

1 

2 

15  — 

3 

2 

— 

— 

25  — 

2 

1 

— 

1 

35  — 

45  — 

55  — 

65  — 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

10 

7 

1 

4 

Torals 

17 

"5  ' 

22 

TABLE 

19.  TUBERCULOSIS. 
1947). 

(No.  of  cases 

on  Register  end 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

40 

24 

64 

Non-Pulmonary 

25 

31 

56 

Total 

65 

55 

120 

TABLE  20.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

(Details  of  new  cases 

last  5 

years). 

1943 

1944  1945 

1946 

1947 

Pulmonary 

M.  5 

9 

9 

8 

10 

F.  4 

5 

1 

7 

7 

Non- Pulmonary 

M.  — 

4 

3 

2 

1 

F.  — 

8 

2 

4 

4 

Total 

9 

26 

15 

21 

22 

TABLE  21.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  SCHEME. 

The  following  table  shows  the  immunisation  state  of  the  chib 
dren  in  the  district  on  31st  December,  1947: — 


Under  School 

School 

Total. 

Numbers  Immunised 

Age. 

Age. 

Estimated  Population 

873 

1679 

2552 

Percentage  Immunised 

1320 

1859 

3179 

Numbers  Reinforced 

66% 

90% 

80% 

— 

914 

914 
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TABLE  22.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  SCHEME. 


The  following  table  shows  the  immunisation  state  of  the  chib 
dren  in  the  district  for  the  past  5 years: — 


1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

% Pre-School  Children 

Immunised 

67% 

63% 

59% 

59% 

66% 

% School  Children 

Immunised 

90% 

86% 

67% 

95% 

90% 

Number 

Pre-School 

Immunised 

Children 

225 

260 

138 

179 

275 

during  the 

School 

Year. 

Children 

105 

56 

16 

50 

46 

Number  Reinforced 

during  Year 

— 

— 

— 

689 

406 
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PART  IV 

(Report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector). 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1947.'* 

1.  INSPECTIONS. 

The  numbers  of  inspections  made  in  connection  with  the 
various  branches  of  Public  Health  work  during  the  year  are  as 
follows: — 

No.  of 


Nature  of  Inspection  Visits 

Housing,  for  repairs  and  overcrowding,  etc 183 

Houses  visited  in  connection  with  the  Housing  Survey  1837 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  35 

Factories  and  Workshops  12 

Food  premises  for  food  inspection  69 

Ice'Cream  Premises  21 

Salvage  13 

Inspections  under  the  Infestation  Order,  1943  7 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  36 

Number  of  wells  chlorinated  7 

Infectious  Disease  inquiries 20 

Premises  fumigated  after  infectious  disease  5 

Visits  in  connection  with  Scabies  4 

Inspections  for  matters  coming  within  the  purview  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  such  as  drainage  work,  water  sup- 
plies,  public  cleansing,  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  etc.  365 

Miscellaneous  inspections  and  visits  715 

Total  inspections  and  visits  3329 


2.  NOTICES. 

(a)  Preliminary. 

The  following  preliminary  notices  were  served  requiring  the 
provisions  of  the  various  Acts  to  be  complied  with: — 


Housing  Act  34 

Public  Health  Act  24 

Milk  6?  Dairies  Order  1 


(b)  Statutory. 

The  Council  authorised  the  serving  of  2 statutory  notices  under 
the  Housing  Act,  after  preliminary  notices,  correspondence  and 
interviews  with  the  owners  had  failed  to  achieve  any  results. 
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3.  NUISANCES. 

As  usual,  a considerable  number  of  complaints  relating  to 
nuisances  was  received  by  the  Health  Department  during  the  year. 
Nearly  all  of  them  were  dealt  with  by  interviews  with  the  persons 
concerned,  or  by  correspondence,  and  only  a few  cases  had  to  be 
reported  to  the  Council. 

4.  HOUSING. 

During  the  year,  the  same  difficulty  as  in  previous  years  was 
experienced  in  getting  landlords  to  carry  out  essential  repairs  to  their 
property. 

As  stated  in  my  last  annual  report,  the  main  reason  for  this 
was  the  high  price  of  building  labour  and  materials,  and  the  fact 
that  the  rents  of  cottage  property  have  remained  at  their  pre'war 
level.  Landlords  have  not,  therefore,  been  encouraged  in  any  way 
to  do  more  than  the  bare  minimum  of  repair  and  maintenance  work 
— indeed,  many  do  this  only  when  they  are  forced  to. 

It  is  not  surprising,  as  a result  of  this,  that  the  standard  of 
housing  remains  so  low. 

Whilst  this  difficulty  in  getting  ordinary  repair  work  carried 
out  exists,  it  is  impossible  to  see  how  any  large-scale  repair  or  im- 
provement to  cottage  property  can  be  brought  about. 

(a)  Undertakings  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936. 

One  cottage  was  found  to  be  in  such  a state  of  disrepair  and 
dilapidation  that  it  was  considered  to  be  unfit  for  habitation.  The 
tenant  was  put  into  a requisitioned  house  and  an  undertaking  not 
to  re-let  was  obtained  from  the  owner  of  the  unfit  house. 

(b)  Work  of  Repair  in  Default  of  Owner. 

One  of  the  statutory  notices  served  during  the  year  was  not 
complied  with,  and  the  Council  authorised  me  to  have  the  work 
carried  out.  This  was  done  without  delay,  and  the  cost  subsequently 
recovered  from  the  owner. 

(c)  Rural  Housing  Survey. 

The  survey  of  working  class  houses,  which  was  commenced 
in  1946,  was  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  houses  visited  in  each  parish  were  placed  in  one  or  other 
of  four  categories,  as  suggested  in  the  Hobhouse  Report  on  Rural 
Housing.  For  the  information  of  the  Council,  these  categories  are 
as  follows: — 

Category  1 . Houses  reasonably  satisfactory  in  all  respects,  or  with 
only  minor  defects. 

Category  2.  Houses  suffering  from  defects  which  require  major 
repair  to  put  them  in  habitable  condition,  and*  which 
defects  can  be  remedied  at  a reasonable  cost, 
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Category  3.  Houses  suffering  from  defects  which  require  struc- 
tural alteration  or  improvement  to  make  them  fit  for 
habitation,  and  which  alterations  or  improvements 
can  be  carried  out  at  a reasonable  cost. 

Category  4.  Houses  unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond  repair  or 
improvement  at  a reasonable  cost,  and  require  demo- 
lition. 

In  addition  to  the  classifying  of  the  houses,  a detailed  survey 
was  made  regarding  overcrowding,  and  the  number  of  overcrowded 
houses  in  each  parish  is  included  in  the  table: — 


Categories 

Overcrowded 

Houses 

Date  Survey 

Parish 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Legal 

Virtl. 

Future 

Completed 

Dersingham 

413 

15 

3 

14 

14 

9 

6 

March  1946 

Sedgeford 

99 

27 

3 

20 

6 

5 

5 

April  1946 

Fring 

33 

1 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

May  1946 

Ringstead 

51 

3 

8 

22 

2 

1 

— 

May  1946 

Old  Hunstanton 

6 

1 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— 

June  1946 

Docking 

140 

13 

21 

46 

8. 

6 

3 

July  1946 

Burnham  Market 

139 

10 

12 

53 

12 

3 

2 

Sept.  1946 

North  Creake 

69 

8 

3 

21 

1 

4 

5' 

Oct.  1946 

East  Rudham 

91 

5 

20 

16 

5 

— 

5 

Nov.  1946 

West  Rudham 

39 

5 

18 

18 

3 

1 

1 

Nov.  1946 

Burnham  Norton 

19 

1 

5 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Dec.  1946 

Holme 

49 

— 

15 

11 

4 

5 

2 

Dec.  1946 

Anmer 

34 

April  1947 

Bircham 

47 

— 

8 

5 

6 

— 

— 

June  1947 

Heacham 

420 

11 

25 

34 

^17 

10 

2 

March  1947 

Ingoldisthorpe 

94 

1 

3 

6 

1 

3 

— 

May  1947 

Snettisham 

228 

1 

13 

16 

6 

3 

— 

April  1947 

South  Creake 

95 

5 

13 

15 

5 

1 

2 

Aug.  1947 

Syderstone 

64 

— 

16 

10 

2 

2 

— 

June  1947 

Thomham 

88 

2 

9 

20 

7 

4 

1 

Oct.  1947 

Titchwell 

42 

— 

4 

1 

1 

3 

— 

Oct.  1947 

Bagthorpe 

13 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Dec.  1947 

Stanhoe 

51 

— 

7 

20 

2 

2 

— 

Dec.  1947 

Houghton 

41 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

Dec.  1947 

’ Burnham  Thorpe 

38 

— 

9 

12 

— 

3 

1 

Dec.  1947 

Overy  & Staithe 

77 

— 

20 

19 

3 

2 

1 

Nov.  1947 

Brancaster  Sthe. 

108 

3 

5 

17 

2 

2 

' — 

Nov.  1947 

Brancaster  Town 

66 

1 

12 

7 

3 

2 

— 

Oct.  1947 

Barmer 

8 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Dec.  1947 

The  purpose  of  the  survey  was  to  prepare  information  regard- 
ing the  housing  conditions  in  each  parish,  so  that  the  Council,  firstly 
could  consider  re^housing,  in  conjunction  with  their  present  build' 
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ing  programme,  families  which  were  overcrowded  or  badly  housed; 
secondly,  when  the  Council  will  have  to  consider  the  demolition  of 
unfit  houses,  the  information  regarding  the  houses  placed  in  the 
lower  categories  will  enable  them  to  deal  with  these  houses,  which 
are  considered  to  be  the  worst  in  each  parish,  and  to  exclude  all 
others. 

I may  add  here  that  the  present  classification  of  the  houses  is 
in  more  or  less  a preliminary  form,  and  houses  which  are  thus  classic 
fied  as  unfit  for  habitation  and  require  demolition,  will  have  to  be 
again  inspected  in  detail  before  any  action  regarding  demolition 
can  be  taken. 

In  connection  with  the  figures  for  overcrowding  in  the  table, 
I would  like  to  explain  that  “ legal  " overcrowding  means  families 
which  are  overcrowded  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936.  Under  this  Act,  living  rooms  have  to  be  considered 
as  suitable  for  sleeping  purposes,  and  families  coming  within  the 
definition  of  legal  overcrowding  are  seriously  overcrowded,  and 
should  be  given  some  priority  when  Council  house  tenants  are  being 
selected.  “ Virtual  overcrowding  means  families  who,  although 
not  legally  overcrowded,  have  not  sufficient  sleeping  accommoda*- 
tion,  and  if  the  standards  in  the  Housing  Act  were  more  reasonable, 
would  undoubtedly  be  considered  as  being  overcrowded.  “Future” 
overcrowding  means  families  who,  owing  to  age  increases  of  chib 
dren,  will  become  legally  overcrowded  in  less  than  two  years  from 
the  date  of  the  survey. 

f 

During  the  course  of  the  survey,  a number  of  matters  were 
discovered  which  it  was  felt  should  be  dealt  with,  as  contravening 
provisions  of  the  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts.  In  such  cases, 
where  it  was  considered  advisable,  the  necessary  action  was  taken. 
In  the  villages  mentioned,  some  unoccupied  houses  were  found, 
and  particulars  of  these  were  given  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council, 
so  that,  if  necessary,  the  question  of  their  requisitioning  should  be 
considered.  Particulars  of  overcrowded  families  were  also  given 
to  the  Clerk. 

5.  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Sixty^nine  visits  were  made  to  butchers  and  grocers,  etc.,  for 
the  inspection  of  food  suspected  of  being  unsound.  As  a result,  the 
following  quantities  of  food  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  consumption 
and  had  to  be  destroyed: — 

Seven  cwts.  meat;  466  tins  of  canned  food;  54  lbs.  bacon; 

64  lbs.  dried  fruit;  and  various  quantities  of  eggs,  cheese  and 

preserves,  etc,  . ' 
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6.  ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT)  REGULATIONS. 

These  Regulations,  brought  into  force  during  the  year,  placed 
the  responsibility  on  manufacturers  of  ice-cream,  for  subjecting  cer^ 
tain  ice-cream  mixes  to  heat  treatment,  so  as  to  ensure  sterility  of 
the  mix,  and  afterwards  controlling  the  sterilised  mix  within  certain 
temperatures. 

The  object  of  the  Regulations  was  to  ensure,  as  far  as  possible, 
that  ice-cream  is  free  from  disease-causing  organisms,  and  when  it 
is  realised  the  present-day  consumption  of  this  food,  and  especially 
the  vast  quantities  consumed  by  children,  the  Regulations  were 
undoubtedly  a step  in  the  right  direction. 

Unfortunately,  there  is  little  control  at  present  over  the  actual 
composition  of  ice-cream,  and  neither  is  there  any  standard  of  bac- 
terial cleanliness.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  when  considered  prac- 
ticable, legislation  will  be  introduced  in  respect  of  these  matters. 

7.  MILK  8:  DAIRIES 

. The  work  of  visiting  cowsheds  and  dairies  was  continued 
throughout  the  year,  but  unfortunately,  owing  to  the  amount  of 
other  work  to  cope  with,  it  was  not  possible  to  give  sufficient  time 
to  this  aspect  of  public  health  work.  Thirty-five  inspections  were 
made  of  cowsheds  and  dairies,  and  one  notice  was  served  where  it 
was  found  that  a cowshed  and  dairy  was  not  up  to  the  required 
standard  of  cleanliness. 

The  sampling  of  graded  and  ungraded  milk  was  carried  out  by 
the  staff  of  the  County  Council  Health  Department,  and  a resume 
of  their  work  in  this  respect  is  shown  as  follows: — 

Twenty  samples  were  taken  during  1947  for  biological 
examination.  Of  this  number  there  were  5 Tuberculin  Tested;  2 
Accredited;  and  13  non-designated.  All  gave  negative  results.” 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  61  producers  and  retailers 
on  the  register.  Of  these,  there  were  6 Accredited,  and  10  Tuber- 
culin Tested  producers. 

8.  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

During  the  year,  17  applications  were  received  to  use  land  as 
sites  for  moveable  dwellings  within  the  district.  Twelve  applica- 
tions were  granted  and  the  other  5 refused. 

With  practically  every  class  of  worker  now  getting  paid  holi- 
days, the  normal  accommodation  of  hotels  and  boarding  houses 
provided  in  seaside  towns  will,  in  future,  be  strained  to  the  utmost, 
and  undoubtedly  the  holiday  camp,  or  camping  holiday,  will  gain  in 
popularity. 

This  trend  in  events  is  bound  to  effect  a district  such  as  this, 
with  a coastline  of  approximately  20  miles,  and  the  control  of  move- 
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able  dwellings  and  camping  sites  will  need  a considerable  amount  of 
attention  in  the  future. 

9.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

(a)  Refuse  Collection.  The  collection  of  house  refuse  was 
maintained  during  the  year,  the  Council’s  two  lorries  making  fort' 
nightly  collections  in  every  parish  in  the  district,  with  the  exception 
of  Heacham,  Burnham  Market,  Ringstead  and  Burnham  Overy. 

Refuse  in  Heacham  was  collected  by  direct  labour,  and  in  the 
other  places  mentioned,  by  contractor. 

(b)  Lavatory,  Pail  and  Cesspool  Emptying.  The  Council’s  one 
cesspool  emptier  was  used  for  the  regular  emptying  of  cesspools  in 
Heacham,  Docking  and  Burnham  Market,  and  Council  houses  else' 
where  in  the  district  and  lavatory  pails  in  Heacham. 

Lavatory  pail  emptying  in  Docking,  Burnham  Market,  Ring' 
stead  and  Burnham  Overy  was  carried  out  by  contractors. 

In  Heacham,  764  emptyings  of  cesspools  and  vault  closets 
were  given  during  the  year.  Outside  Heacham,  the  same  machine 
gave  195  services  for  cesspool  emptying.  In  addition,  three  morn' 
ings  every  week  were  devoted  to  pail  emptying  in  Heacham. 

During  the  extreme  weather  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  some 
disruption  of  all  services  was  experienced,  when  it  was  impossible 
to  use  either  horse'drawn  or  mechanical  vehicles  on  the  roads. 
Difficulty  was  also  experienced  owing  to  the  pump  on  the  cesspool 
emptier  freezing  up  while  in  operation,  and  various  methods  were 
tried  to  overcome  this  trouble. 

After  the  snow,  the  thaw,  and  the  subsequent  filling  of  many 
cesspools,  placed  a heavy  strain  on  the  cesspool  emptier,  and  it  was 
fortunate  that  no  breakdowns  or  other  trouble  occurred  then,  to 
hinder  all  the  requests  being  dealt  with  as  quickly  as  possible. 

(c)  Development  of  Public  Cleansing.  During  the  year,  the 
Health  Committee  gave  detailed  consideration  to  three  reports  pre' 
sented  to  them,  and  as  a result,  the  following  decisions  were 
reached: — 

(1)  To  give  a pail  and  cesspool  emptying  service  to  Snettisham. 

(2)  To  carry  out  refuse  collection  at  Ringstead,  and  refuse  and 
pail  collection  at  Burnham  Market,  by  direct  labour. 

(3)  One  new  cesspool  emptier  and  one  refuse  lorry  were 
acquired  by  the  Council. 

10.  SALVAGE. 

A summary  of  the  year’s  Salvage  work  is  shown  as  follows: — 
Paper.  Total  weight  sold  by  Council:  14  tons,  cwts., 
value  £58  10s.  6d.  Weight  collected  by  parish  organisa' 
tions,  4 tons,  18  cwts.  Weight  collected  by  refuse  collectors, 
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9 tons,  9|  cwts.,  value  £32  Os.  8d.,  and  which  was  credited 
to  the  Council. 

Textiles.  Total  weight  sold,  16  cwts.,  14  lbs..  Weight 
sold  by  Council,  6 cwts.,  value  £3  Os.  Od. 

Bones.  Collected  by  refuse  collectors,  1 ton,  value 
£4  15s.  Od. 

11.  SEWERAGE. 

The  open  portions  of  the  Snettisham  sewer  received  their 
annual  cleaning  out,  and  apart  from  this,  there  was  no  work  of 
importance  in  the  way  of  sewerage  carried  out  in  the  district. 

The  need  of  a sewerage  scheme  in  Heacham  was  again  mani' 
fested  during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  when  the  thaw  resulted  in 
the  submerging  of  many  cesspools,  thus  rendering  them  useless 
until  most  of  the  surface  and  subsoil  water  had  disappeared. 

12.  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Forty'seven  water  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  40  from 
private  wells  and  7 from  the  public  supply.  Of  these  18  of  the 
private  well  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  18  unsatisfactory 
and  4 suspicious. 

From  the  public  supply,  6 were  satisfactory  and  one  suspicious. 
Where  private  wells  were  found  to  be  unfit,  every  effort  was 
made  to  obtain  a satisfactory  supply,  by  chlorinating  the  water,  and 
advising  on  any  other  measures  that  appeared  to  be  necessary. 

13.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Twenty  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  scarlet  fever  and 
tuberculosis,  and  5 fumigations  were  carried  out  after  the  termina- 
tion of  the  disease  or  the  removal  of  the  patient  to  hospital. 

In  pursuance  of  the  policy  adopted  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  investigations  were  made  into  the  housing  conditions  of  a 
number  of  families  in  which  there  was  a tuberculous  patient. 

Four  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  scabies,  and  instruc- 
tions and  lotion  for  treatment,  were  supplied. 

14.  DIRTY  AND  VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

Four  premises  were  dealt  with  for  flea  infestation,  and  one  for 
bug  infestation  during  the  year. 

15.  DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE. 

The  Council,  having  retained  powers  of  delegation  under  the 
Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919,  again  used  the  staff  of  the 
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County  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  to  Carry  out  the  actual 
work  of  vermin  destruction.  The  cost  of  this  work  was  borne  by 
the  general  rates,  and  the  cost  to  the  Council  for  1947  was 
£84  15s.  Od. 

16.  FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Twelve  inspections  were  made  of  bakehouses.  Conditions  at 
these  were  fairly  satisfactory,  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  take  any 
action  under  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act. 

17.  CONCLUSION. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  was  not  possible  for  further  steps 
to  have  been  taken  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the  provision 
of  one  or  more  sewerage  schemes.  As  far  as  public  health  policy  is 
concerned,  this  seems  to  be  one  of  the  most  outstanding  require^ 
ments  of  the  larger  villages  in  the  district,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
circumstances  will  allow  a start  to  be  made  in  this  direction  in  the 
not  too  distant  future. 

The  Rural  Housing  Survey  was  completed  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  the  information  obtained  thereby  should  serve  a useful 
purpose  when  the  Council  will  again  have  to  deal  with  the  recon- 
ditioning or  elimination  of  unfit  houses. 

I should  again  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  assistance  and 
co-operation  given  by  Mr.  Llewellyn  during  the  year  in  carrying 
out  the  duties  of  the  Health  Department. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  JENKINS, 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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PART  V 

(Report  of  the  Waterworks  Superintendent). 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1947,  for  your  consideration. 


1.  CONSUMPTIONS. 

Galls,  per  day 

Total  output  from  Fring  Boreholes  ... 

...  32,733,000 

90,000 

Total  supplied  to  Snettisham  Beach  ... 

...  8,670,000 

25,400 

Total  supplied  to  Docking  Tower 

...  3,597,000 

Total  pumped  from  Docking  Well  

Total  supply  from  Hunst’n  U.D.C 

96,000 

10,000 

...  16,880,000 

46,000 

2.  ELECTRICITY  CONSUMED  AND  COST  OF 

PUMPING. 

Power.  Heat. 

Total  Costs. 

Cost  per  1,000 

Fring  Main  Station 

gallons. 

(Boreholes)  53,455  1,069 

Fring  Booster  Sta^ 

£402  8 9 

2.945  pence 

tion  (Docking)  4,221  356 

Heacham  Supply 
from  Hunst’n 

£34  12  8 

2.310  „ 

U.D.C 

£844 

12,0 

3.  MAIN  WATER  SUPPLY. 

There  are  at  present  seven  parishes  on  mains  water  supply. 
Six  are  supplied  from  boreholes  at  Fring,  and  Heacham  obtains  its 
supply  from  New  Hunstanton  U.D.C. 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  seven  parishes  are  estimated  at 
2,470,  excluding  Snettisham  and  Heacham  beaches,  where  mains 
supply  is  available  to  all  bungalows,  etc.,  which  are  normally  used 
only  as  summer  residences. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  number  of  houses  directly  con^ 
nected  to  the  mains  or  otherwise  as  far  as  returns  show. 


Houses.  Population.  Connected.  Estimated  Connected 

by  in 

Standpipe.  1947. 

Dersingham  ..... 

558 

1618 

371 

90 

21 

Ingoldisthorpe  .. 

131 

380 

75 

45 

3 

Snettisham  

454 

1313 

291 

100 

22 

Sedgeford  

....  207 

557 

77 

118 

7 

Fring  

41 

150 

7 

32 

- 

Docking  

....  354 

1400 

106 

200 

7 

Heacham  

....  725 

1950 

560 

140 

4 

Totals 

2470 

7368 

1487 

725 

64 

30 


During  the  year,  which  was  exceptional  for  drought,  the  bore^ 
holes  at  Fring  maintained  their  levels  exceedingly  well.  The  lowest 
water  level  recorded  was  in  January  1947,  when  it  was  14  feet 
below  floor  level.  The  highest  level  being  recorded  in  May,  1947, 
when  the  level  was  one  foot  below  floor  level. 

All  mains  water  is  chlorinated  before  passing  into  mains  as  a 
precaution  against  contaminatic 

4.  ANALYSIS  OF  SAMPLE 

Chemical  Results  (Grains  per  gall.) 

Free  6s?  Saline  Ammonia  trace. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .0007 
Chlorine  in  Chlorides. . . 1.9 
Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ...  .67 

Nitrates  ...  ...  nil 

Total.  HARDNESS.  Permanent. 

19.2°  6° 

This  is  a pure  and  wholesome  water,  of  excellent  organic  and 
bacteriological  quality  and  quite  suitable  for  drinking  and  all  the 
purposes  of  a public  supply. 

5.  WATER  SOFTENING. 

A Scheme  for  water  softening  has  been  prepared  by  the  Con' 
suiting  Engineers,  and  tenders  invited  for  the  work  of  installation. 

Approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  the  acceptance  of  a ten' 
der  for  this  work  has  been  withheld  for  the  time  being  due  to 
shortages  of  material  and  labour. 

6.  EXTENSION  OF  MAINS. 

Mains  have  been  extended  to  give  supply  to  new  housing  sites 
in  Dersingham  and  Docking  and  numerous  services  have  been 
undertaken  to  give  mains  supply  to  various  dwellings.  In  some 
cases  extra  labour  had  to  be  employed  in  order  to  complete  out' 
standing  work. 

The  work  of  connecting  up  12  Council  Houses  at  North  Creake 
to  a supply  was  carried  out  by  the  Water  Department,  which  proved 
a financial  saving  to  the  Council  and  justified  the  direct  labour  em' 
ployed. 

A contract  has  been  placed  with  F.  W.  Shanks  Ltd.,  Hunstan' 
ton,  for  the  laying  of  a 3 'inch  iron  water  main  to  replace  a 2'inch 
galvanised  main  in  Broadway,  Heacham,  which  was  frozen  during 
the  winter  and  found  to  be  of  insufficient  depth  and  in  poor  con' 
dition. 


Bacteriological  Results. 
Bacteria  per  C.C.  at  37°C.  nil 

B.Coli  absent  in  100  C.C. 

Physical  Characteristics 

Bright  6?  Clear 
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7.  POST-WAR  DEVELOPMENT. 

' The  comprehensive  scheme  prepared  by  the  Consulting 
Engineers  to  supply  mains  water  to  the  whole  of  the  district  has  been 
approved  in  principle  and  authority  given  to  sink  two  boreholes  on 
the  Fring — Bircham  Road.  The  two  ISdnch  bores  were  sunk  to 
a depth  of  165  feet,  tested  and  completed,  a good  wholesome  and 
adequate  supply  being  available. 

8.  GENERAL. 

80  Ferrules  inserted  in  mains. 

33  Fountains  repaired. 

220  Tap  washers  fitted. 

58  Ball  valves  rewashered. 

In  concluding  my  report,  I may  say  that  a satisfactory  supply 
has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year  with  only  one  major  failure 
which  created  an  intermittent  supply  to  Heacham  for  three  days  and 
which  was  caused  by  a fault  not  under  my  control. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  DRYSDALE, 
Waterworks  Superintendent. 
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